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Abstract of thesis entitled:

The current study investigated the developmental trend on the evaluation of different communicative
strategies among children and adult. Their justification on the appraisal of blunt truth and twisted
information in prosocial situations were examined in relation to their emphasis on moral values and social-
conventional rules. To test the sensitivity of contextual factors for analyzing these conversational
strategies, recipient-related factors including the relationship between the interlocutors and the importance
of the feedback were manipulated. Children aged 7, 9 and 11 year-olds with a group of college students
participated in the present study. Participants were given eight daily social scenarios of which the
protagonist either told a hurtful blunt truth or a pleasing twisted discourse to the recipient, and the
participants were asked to evaluate what the protagonist had said. Result revealed that as one grew older,
individuals tended to evaluate more positively for false information with prosocial intentions, and rated
more negatively for hurtful blunt truth. Age differences on the impact of recipient-related variables were
found to be varied across the statement valence. When evaluating the truthful statements, adults rated
those told to close friends more positively as compared to new classmates; consistent across the
consequence factors. Similar to adults, children favored blunt truth for close friends compared to new
classmates; but the effect would be magnifying in high consequence situations. Whereas when evaluating
the manipulated statements, adults take into consideration both the factor of intimacy and consequence,
and rated falsify message told in high consequence situations more negative as compared to low
consequence situations when the recipients were their close friends. While the children group only focused
on the consequence impact and rated more negatively for any twisted information in high consequence
situation as bad across friendships. The two piece of information together illustrated that children who
valued more on honesty would evaluate deeper on the blunt truth condition, while adults who valued more
on politeness would have a more thorough analysis for the manipulated speech condition. Justification
analysis provided further support on the age difference on values weighting in analyzing the usage of

these speech strategies. While younger generation focused more on the importance of honesty, which



enhanced the preference of accurate information; older participants on the other hand attended more on
social and contextual factors including politeness, relationship factors, and feedback consequences,
encouraging their acceptance of prosocial speech manipulation. Parenting styles were found to predict
significantly the adoption of different moral and social values in explaining the evaluation. Overall, our
study revealed significant developmental changes for the evaluation and justification of the conversational
strategies.
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